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Air pollution demands
drastic action (p. 5)
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ARIAS, BARUCH RISE WIN USG ELECTIONS

The decay of
the ozone layer
affects people
of all countries.
It is critical that
governments
do more to regulate activities
that damage
the atmosphere in order to create
healthier and safer living conditions for those living in both rural
and heavily urbanized areas.

BUSINESS 8
Facebook launches Spaces,
forays virtual reality (p. 8)
Facebook
launched
Facebook
Spaces at F8,
the company’s
semi-annual
developer conference. Facebook Spaces, a
VR application
for the company’s Oculus Rift
and Touch devices, allows users
to connect in a responsive virtual
environment.

ARTS & STYLE 10
Winfrey portrays Henrietta
Lacks in new ﬁlm (p. 11)
Oprah Winfrey
plays Lacks, an
African-American woman
who becomes
a pioneer for
medical breakthroughs after
being diagnosed with cervical cancer when
her cells are used without her
consent.

SCIENCE & TECH 14
Anti-Trump protesters meet
at March for Science (p. 14)
Tens of thousands of protesters came
together at
Central Park
West on Saturday, April
22 in order to
participate in
the global March for Science. The
march aimed to protest President
Donald Trump’s approach to
science.

SPORTS 17
Cavaliers bulldoze Pacers in
1st round clash (p. 17)
The Cleveland
Cavaliers, after
stumbling into
the playoffs,
swept the Indiana Pacers
in the opening
round of the
NBA playoffs.
Though the series was not without its dramatic
swings, the defending champions seem poised to return to the
Finals.
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Candidates and friends gathered in front of OSL to revel in the end of the campaign season and hear the ﬁnal elections results for the next academic year.
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Rise Baruch's Isabel Arias was elected president of the Undergraduate Student Government on the night of April 27, netting 663 votes out
of the 1,797 total votes for president. She will be joined at the table by
all of Rise's candidates for the executive board, all of Rise's candidates
for vice presidential positions, as well as 14 of the 15 Rise candidates for

Baruch student
starts Financial
Planning Firm
BY PAUL JOH
BUSINESS EDITOR
Whether it was working at
the Better Business Bureau,
helping to distribute the $25
million Trump University settlement back to the defrauded,
or launching his own financial
planning business, Rahimul Taher has always been motivated
by his desire to make a difference in the lives of others.
In addition to his work as a
full time student, Taher also runs
Taher Financial Planning, where
he offers his clients support on
topics such as cash management, student loans and retirement planning, among other
services.
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Hillel hosts Holocaust Memorial Week
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
NEWS EDITOR
Students were given the chance
to commemorate and learn more
about the victims of the Holocaust
last week as part of Hillel at Baruch
College’s series of Holocaust Memorial Week events.
Hillel commenced the series on
Monday, April 24, with “20 Minute
Monday: Holocaust Memorial in
Israel,” which focused on how Israel commemorates the Holocaust
each year. Attendees learned about
Yom HaShoah, or Holocaust Remembrance Day, which ended on
the evening of April 24.
Hillel began by lighting six
candles in remembrance of the 6
million Jewish victims of the Holocaust. This was followed by an explanation of the Yom HaShoah air
raid siren, which sounds throughout Israel at 10 a.m. on Yom
HaShoah.
During the siren, people are expected to stand in silent reflection

VSA organizes Miss Asia competition
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
Seven ladies represented their
home cities and countries at the
Vietnamese Student Association’s
second annual "Miss Asia" pageant on April 27. The ladies were
from Fuzhou, Guangzhou, Hong
Kong, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Shanghai and Taiwan.
The VSA hosts began the event
by streaming a video in the Multipurpose Room that introduced
each of the seven candidates. The
event room reached maximum
capacity and many participants
stood along the walls throughout
the entire night.
When the guests settled in, the

representative senator positions.
#Change presidential candidate Abdourahamane Diallo came in
second place with 552 votes, and Theta Apple Pie's presidential candidate David Scholes was in third place with 359 votes. Baruch Joy's presidential candidate Max Meneses was in fourth place with 223 votes.
Overall, 1,927 students voted in the election.
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Hillel hosted a series of events to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Week.
of the atrocities of the Holocaust.
The siren was played from a YouTube video during the event and
attendees were asked to stand in
silence for one minute.

Afterward, Hillel detailed the
history of Yom HaShoah, as well as
the 1961 Eichmann trial.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Eating healthy, exercising lead to better
mental health in people's later years
BY MAYA YEGOROVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

NATHAN LIN | THE TICKER

hosts introduced themselves and
called the candidates to the stage
one at a time.
They asked the candidates to
describe what they loved most
about their culture.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

People who have a healthy diet, engage in moderate exercise and have
a light-to-moderate alcohol consumption are more likely to be mentally
healthy in their later years, according to a study published in the journal
“PLOS Medicine.” Their lifestyle makes their brain withstand certain alterations that develop from age or illness, demonstrating that they have
higher “cognitive reserve."
Cognitive health is crucial in securing the quality of life of older people.
Cognitive health is the growth and safeguarding of the multidimensional
cognitive structure that allows older people to have the ability to work independently and ensures recovery from illness.
Differences in physical activity or diet may be linked to differences in
mental vigor in later life.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Hillel commemorates Holocaust Memorial Week

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
VICTORIA MERLINO
Controversy
arose
after
Palestinian-American
activist
Linda Sarsour was picked by the
CUNY Graduate School of Public Health and Health Policy to
speak at this year’s commencement ceremony. Sarsour, who
was chosen to speak for her
work with women’s issues and
co-chairing the Women’s March
on Washington in January, has
been criticized for being antiSemitic in her past statements
and views. CUNY Chancellor
James B. Milliken defended the
School of Public Health’s choice
of Sarsour in a statement, saying,
“While one might disagree with
the School of Public Health’s
decision to invite Ms. Sarsour to
speak at commencement, that
difference of opinion provides
no basis for action now. Taking action because critics object
to the content of speech would
conflict with the First Amendment and the principles of academic freedom.”
_______________________
A former CUNY senior finance official was arrested and
charged with embezzlement
and fraud on April 7 after being
accused of embezzling about
$81,000 from student tuition accounts. Carmine Marino was
forced to resign from CUNY in
2013 after internal suspicions
over his handling of accounts,
and was working in a financial
position at the University of
California at Los Angeles at the
time of his surrender. Marino’s
charges are one count of embezzlement and misappropriation
from a program receiving federal
funds, and two counts of bank
fraud. UCLA has placed Marino
on investigatory leave, and has
begun reviewing his actions at
the college as senior director of
business and finance services.
_______________________
Congresswoman
Grace
Meng will be the main speaker
at Queens College’s 93rd commencement ceremony. “It is
my great pleasure to announce
Grace Meng as this year’s commencement speaker. She is a
Queens native who embodies so
many of the aspirational qualities that Queens College hopes
to inspire in our students,” said
Queens College President Felix
Matos Rodriguez. “We first came
to know Congresswoman Meng
when she represented the 22nd
Assembly District—which encompasses Queens College—for
two terms in the New York State
Assembly. She was a consistent
and powerful advocate for the
college.” Meng will also receive
the Queens College’s President’s
Medal from Matos Rodriguez
during the ceremony recognizing her service to Queens.
_______________________
Encounters Magazine, Baruch’s undergraduate literary
magazine, is set to release its
Spring 2017 magazine on May
16 at a release reception in the
Multipurpose Room. The theme
of this semester’s magazine is
“power,” and this semester saw
“hundreds” of submissions from
students for both visual art and
poetry and prose, said Damian
Benskin, editor-in-chief of Encounters Magazine, in an interview. Typically, said Benskin,
the Encounters team tries to fit
40 to 50 visual art submissions in
the magazine, and 12 to 17 poetry and prose pieces. Benskin is
excited for both the magazine’s
launch, and the pieces that will
be featured in it this semester.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Yom HaShoah was originally
going to fall on April 19, the anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising, however the date was
moved because it was thought that
it would conflict with the Jewish
holiday of Passover.
“My grandmother was a Holocaust survivor and I remember the
first time I asked her about the subject I didn’t come to understand
what the Holocaust really meant,”
said Shoval Tshuva, a communication studies major and speaker at
the event.
“The people who have been
through this are disappearing and
they can’t testify anymore. It’s up
to us to remember what happened
there and we have to remember
not to let it happen to any other
nation just because someone decides, based on race, that this person needs to die.”
This event was followed on
Tuesday by an Interfaith Memorial where attendees learned about
LGBT and Romani narratives of the
Holocaust. Approximately 2,000
Roma people perished in the Holocaust, as well as thousands of homosexuals.
The event, which was cosponsored by the Gender, Love and
Sexuality Spectrum, also featured
a tekes, or ceremony, in which
prayers from multiple faiths were
recited in honor of those who perished in the Holocaust.
Hillel continued on with
Wednesday’s “How Do We Remember” tabling event. The tabling, which took place in the second floor lobby of the Newman
Vertical Campus, looked to answer
the question, “Why do we remember?” while “promoting individual
narratives to underscore the tragedy of the Holocaust,” according to
Hillel’s Facebook page.
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Holocaust survivor Steigmann spoke about his experiences during the Holocaust, including his time in a labor camp.
Hillel concluded the series on
Thursday with a talk and presentation by Sami Steigmann, a survivor
of the Holocaust. Steigmann was
born to Orthodox Jewish parents
in what is now known as Ukraine
in 1939. In 1941, Steigmann and
his parents were deported to a Nazi
labor camp in Mogilev Podolski,
also located in what is now known
as Ukraine.
As a toddler at the camp, Steigmann was never separated from
his parents, however he was subjected to medical experiments that
have left him with lasting chronic

pain. Conditions were so dire for
Steigmann’s family that Steigmann’s father, Nathan, was forced
to trade his winter coat in exchange
for bread.
While in the camp, Steigmann
stated that he nearly starved to
death due to a daily food regimen
of two slices of bread and salty
soup. A German woman who regularly bought food to the Nazis noticed Steigmann’s condition and
took pity on him, bringing him
milk that would eventually lead to
his recovery.
Steigmann and his parents were

some of the only members of his
family to survive the Holocaust.
His aunt and uncle were killed in
Auschwitz.
“There is no reason that somebody lived or somebody died. It depended on the country you were in,
what type of camp you were in. It
depended also on how strong you
were, how old you were, and if you
were willing to take chances,” said
Steigmann. “My luck was that I was
never separated from my parents.”
After the presentation, Steigmann took questions from the
audience.

G.L.A.S.S. organizes appreciation for student artwork
BY MAYA YEGOROVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
The Gender, Love and Sexuality Spectrum of Baruch College
organized an art show on April
27 during club hours. The event
displayed artwork of undergraduate students, and attendees were
welcome to participate in painting
while receiving refreshments.
Gabe Roman, G.L.A.S.S president, revealed that a lot of people
in the club enjoy drawing, and
Roman, who uses they/them pronouns, decided that all undergraduate students deserved to showcase their work. They wanted a fun
and educational event.
“Everyone’s art and self-expression is worthy. It is amazing
to see what people can create,”
Roman said.
Cassandra Castelant, the marketing director of G.L.A.S. S, explained that people can submit
event ideas during their club meetings, and everyone in the club
approved an art show. Members
then worked on finding a location
and encouraging people to come.
They additionally promoted the
event on social media. Members
emphasized that participants were
welcome to submit anything that
they felt comfortable with submitting, as they wished to create a
friendly atmosphere. They wanted
attendees to take away an appreciation for art and connect with
student artists.
“What I want students to take
away from this is that they are not
one dimensional. You are not just a
business student. You could be so
much more,” Castelant expressed.
Castelant said that this was the
chance for artists to submit works
and show their talents.
Jessica Horowitz, the event coordinator for G.L.A.S. S, added that
it is a misconception that creativ-
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The event allowed students to display their artwork to other students as a way to express themselves and promote creativity.
ity is not prioritized in a business
school. Art makes people unique,
and it is interesting to note that everyone has different perspectives
on works.
Each student’s art was displayed
on an easel, accompanied with a
plaque that stated the title of the
art, the artist’s name and the medium of the piece. The art on display included digital illustrations,
drawings, paintings, photographs
and poetry.
“It is important to celebrate creativity because sometimes emotions are better conveyed in art
than words. It is so therapeutic to
put a brush to paper,” Roman said.

As classes ended, more and
more students came to see the art
in the Bearcat Den. Event-goers
were encouraged to create their
own work using the provided
colored pencils, glitter, markers
and paint.
“The artists in this gallery were
brave enough to open themselves
up. People do not realize how
much others like compliments. It is
cool when you hear someone say,
‘Wow! This artist did an awesome
job!’” Castelant said.
Attendees were treated to dessert, fruits and sandwiches. Roman
encouraged everyone to make a
leaf with his or her name on it and

then draw their interests. These
leaves were collected and put on
a G.L.A.S.S family tree that represented friendship and unity.
When asked about their favorite
artist, Roman disclosed that while
they do not think anyone is above
anyone else, they prefer local artists because they can connect with
them more. Castelant said her favorite artists were everyone in the
art gallery.
“Art can be cathartic in times of
doubt and frustration. It gives soulmates to those who do not have
soulmates. It broadcasts the horrors of reality, but also shows that
life gets better,” she emphasized.
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Miss Asia pageant crowns Miss Filipino in Thursday ceremony
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Carol Ao, who represented Miss
Guangzhou, cited that her culture’s
traditions help bring families together. Iris Leung, who represented
Miss Hong Kong, similarly said that
her culture prioritizes family.
Regarding her favorite aspect
of Taiwanese culture, Miss Taiwan
Charlotte Huang said, “[Taiwan is]
a really small country so you can
actually get places without a car or
public transportation. And it’s really clean.”
Another candidate claimed that
the stories she heard as a child
about “dragons and wise turtles”
influenced her and taught her
about life.
At the end of that segment, the
hosts announced the start of the
talent portion. Prior to the start of
the talent portion, another video
streamed, this time asking each
candidate to disclose the person
who most inspires them. The candidates chose mostly family figures, such as grandmothers, grandfathers and mothers. Most of the
candidates said that they chose
their influential figure based on the
obstacles they endured and challenges they faced.
Another video asked the candidates to reveal a stereotype about
people who share their background. Some of the candidates
said that they are expected to succeed academically and face academic pressures.
Following the videos, when the
first candidate, Miss Guangzhou,
was called up for the talent portion,
she performed a dragon dance that
followed the rhythm of a drum in
the background. She maneuvered
and twisted around the stage.
Miss Hong Kong performed an
instrumental piece on the electronic keyboard that consisted of
airy high notes. The crowd cheered
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Contestants who vied for the title of Miss Asia were: Miss Fuzhou, Miss Guangzhou, Miss Hong Kong, Miss Malaysia Miss Philippines, Miss Shanghai and Miss Taiwan.
her on when she took a pause. Miss
Malaysia Yukie Wong performed a
duet with a partner on stage. She
sang Meghan Trainor’s “Like I’m
Gonna Lose You.” Miss Shanghai
Ruthie Figueroa came out with a
pink fan in hand and two backup
dancers and performed a traditional fan dance.
Miss Philippines Janiza Gesmundo covered the stage in
scarves in order to perform Filipino
cultural folk dances. She first performed the Maglalatik, a Filipino
folk dance also referred to as the
Coconut Dance, which ordinarily
consists of using coconuts to slap
parts of the body rhythmically to
create a repetitive, hollow sound.
Another dance was meant to demonstrate how many ways a Muslim

garment can be worn and another
to mimic the motions of a bird.
Following the talent show, the
fashion show, the last segment of
the event, was introduced. Miss
Guangzhou came out on stage
in a flowy, white dress with gold
adornments.
Miss Hong Kong wore a white
dress whose top portion was covered in sparkles. The bottom portion was characterized by a deep
leg slit. Miss Taiwan appeared in
an off-the-shoulder cobalt dress,
a short train directly behind her.
Miss Philippines adorned herself
in a navy blue dress with gold accents and a train. After she came
out on stage, the crowd cheered for
her and she was prompted to strut
some more and do another loop.

Rise wins USG majority, TAP takes 5 seats
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Other winners include Derny
Fleurima for executive vice president, Ehtasham Bhatti for treasurer
and Andrea Valverde for executive
secretary. Vice presidential winners were Suleman Aleem, Daniel
Morote, Frances Subervi and Erica
Yang. Winning Rise representative
senators were Zakari Abubakar.
Arseny Averyanov, David Barros,
Molly Bhuiyan, Arvis Chen, Michael Cherry, Tarak Chowdhury,
Hamed Doumbia, Suzanna Egan,
Rachel Liang, Josue Mendez, Brandon Paillere, Brian Ronquillo and
Nicole Taniguchi. One candidate
for representative senator from
Theta Apple Pie, Lin Lin, also secured a victory.
Most other USG positions were
swept by candidates from Rise,
with only Theta Apple Pie’s Jasper
Diaz, Shlomo Grun, Heather Jeon
and Adam Su gaining victories
alongside Lin.
No independent candidates
were elected.
“Myself and my team, we are
absolutely thrilled with the results
of the election, but more importantly out of everything we are
absolutely honored to have the
opportunity to run and represent
the students and we are going to
continue that passion that you saw
every day on the second floor, continue that into our service as officers in USG, and really, really try
to represent the students as best as
we can,” said Arias in an interview.
Candidates and friends waited
outside of the Office of Student Life
until 10:45 p.m., cheering and reveling until Arias, Diallo and Scholes were called into the office to be
read the election results.
Meneses was absent from the
proceedings. Afterward, OSL had
Arias and Scholes come out to announce who had won from their
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Arias addressed all of the winners of the night in a speech after her victory.
individual teams. Together, winners went to the USG Conference
Room, where current USG President Daniel Dornbaum, current
Executive Secretary Joanne Beloy,
current Chair of Clubs and Organizations Vivian Wang and others
waited for them to offer congratulations and guidance.
“The campaign is the easy part.
And you should always keep that
in mind. No matter how hard you
worked—you guys worked hard
… and it was a well-deserved victory—but now you owe it to every
single person who took time out of
their day, or days, to be out on the
second floor with you, campaign
for you, vote for you. You now
owe them. And you have from July
1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 to make
them proud,” said Dornbaum in a
speech to the winners.
In a statement to “The Ticker,”

Scholes congratulated the winning
members of his team, and thanked
all those who voted for Theta
Apple Pie.
“While the outcome may not
have been exactly what we hoped,
TAP is so thankful we could debate the issues, put forward ideas,
and fight to earn your vote,” wrote
Scholes. “We hope to work with
the incoming USG to implement a
platform hundreds of Baruch students voted for. And we wish Isabel
and her team all the best.”
Meneses plans to support Arias
and the incoming USG, saying that
Rise and Arias "have the entire
support of the Baruch JOY team,
and she has the ability to make Baruch a better place. Baruch is for
everyone, so I know she can keep
it that way.”
Diallo was not immediately
available for comment.

The hosts asked the judges to
deliberate after the fashion show,
during which an intermission was
announced when audience members had the opportunity to take
pictures on stage.
When the judges finished deliberating, a winner was announced
in each of four categories: Best Culture, Miss Congeniality, Miss Social
Media and Miss Fan Favorite. Miss
Fuzhou Ashley Mei Torrenti, was
the winner for Best Culture. Miss
Congeniality went to Miss Shanghai. The award for Miss Congeniality was a new edition to the event
this year, and went to the person
who performed the best. Miss Social Media went out to Miss Guangzhou, and Miss Fan Favorite to
Miss Taiwan.

In order to determine Miss Asia,
the judges held a question and answer session in which the top four
candidates were asked a single
question by one of the judges. Miss
Philippines was asked to explain
why she deserve to be crowned
Miss Asia. “I joined this competition because of my mom and I
want to make her proud. I did my
best because I want to go home
and show the sash to my mom because she thinks I’m transitioning
into being an American now,” she
said. “I want to make her proud
and show her that I retained my
Filipino culture.”
At the end of the night, Miss
Philippines took home the grand
prize and was crowned Miss
Asia 2017.
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FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Green initative redirects funds
from more pressing concerns
Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced a $520 million initiative to upgrade lighting and HVAC systems across 19 CUNY campuses as part of
his larger goal to reduce energy consumption statewide. The initiative
intends to reduce CUNY’s carbon emissions by 20 percent by 2020, according to a post on CUNY Newswire.
The initiative would impact 300 buildings across the CUNY system,
which consists of 25 individual schools. With the implementation of
this program, Cuomo hopes to reduce the money spent on utilities and
instead invest into other initiatives for CUNY students. In addition to
upgrading lighting and HVAC systems, the initiative would include
“upgrades to electronic and digital controls that enable more precise
operations than mechanical predecessors” and “replacement of forceddraft cooling towers with induced draft towers, which reduces energy
consumption by fan motors and can exchange heat more efficiently.”
CUNY Newswire reports that “the program is working to fulfill the
goals of BuildSmartNY, a comprehensive statewide initiative to increase energy efficiency in public buildings.” Earlier, Cuomo also issued
out the Reforming the Energy Vision strategy, which aims to create a
more affordable energy system for New Yorkers. The plan aims to reduce gas emissions in New York State by 40 percent by 2030.
Cuomo’s CUNY-wide initiative helps establish New York State as
a pioneer of positive environmental change. While striving to reduce
New York's carbon footprint is a noble effort, the state should prioritize
more important initiatives before introducing new ones.
A year ago, “The Ticker” reported that the Professional Staff Congress-CUNY agreed on a contract with the state that would retroactively
increase the professors’ wages. However, since the announcement,
professors complained that they still did not receive the money they
were promised.
PSC-CUNY also sent out a press release which included photographs of the many things that are broken on CUNY campuses, including toilets, leaking roofs and holes in the walls.
While reducing carbon emissions is a noble goal that needs to be
shared by more organizations, there are basic issues within the CUNY
system that still need to be fixed. Instead of starting new initiatives and
spending millions of dollars to achieve its goals, the additional money
should be spent to provide a higher wage to professors, hire more staff
or take care of the issues within CUNY facilities. After all, these initiatives will not mean much if the basic goal of CUNY is not accomplished
to its full potential—giving students a quality education.

Yahoo CEO reaps millions for failure
Marissa Mayer, chief executive officer of Yahoo Inc., is set to reap a
hefty $186 million despite her inability to successfully turn the internet giant around in five years as CEO. She will also receive $3 million
in cash. Mayer is expected to step aside when Verizon completes its
$4.8 billion purchase of Yahoo, a surprisingly low buyout considering
Yahoo is worth about $100 billion. Shareholders will be asked to approve the deal on June 8.Mayer’s payout is largely based on the 208 percent increase in Yahoo’s stock price since she left Google for Yahoo in
2012. Long-held investments in Alibaba, China’s leading e-commerce
company, and Yahoo Japan increased in value, which resulted in an increase in Yahoo’s stock price.
However, Mayer is really compensated for her failure. Throughout
her tenure, she is known for making numerous mistakes that affected
the company, such as spending $3 billion on acquisitions, including the
$1.1 billion purchase of Tumblr, which largely declined and failed as a
micro-blogging site. During Mayer’s tenure, there was a failure to prevent two high-profile hacking incidents that affected more than a billion Yahoo user accounts last year. Mayer has left Yahoo in a worse state
than when she joined, but will be walking away with what seems more
like a reward regardless of what critics have to say about her tenure.
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Air quality requires more regulation
Governments must work toward establishing clean air as a fundamental and inalienable human right

A

ir pollution has been a problem in New York City since
the metropolis first became
industrialized. The increasing population and subsequent increase in
factory production and car usage
have only increased the concentration of pollutants in the air, including carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide
emissions, sulfur dioxide and other
fine particulate matter. In turn,
these pollutants harm the city’s
inhabitants by causing a slew of
medical problems such as asthma,
bronchitis and emphysema. Hundreds of New Yorkers fall victim
to the effects of air pollution every
single year.
And this is just in one major U.S.
city – other big cities like Chicago
and Los Angeles have just as much
air pollution, if not more, and their
citizens are just as susceptible to
the illnesses that are exacerbated
or caused by pollutants.
If a country like the United
States has these problems, it is hard
to imagine what people in underdeveloped countries are forced to
breathe in. The United States, at
least, has some non-governmental
organizations trying to mitigate
and minimize the harmful substances in the air.
The problem in other countries
is two-fold: one, that they do not
have the money to do anything
about it, and two, that they are not
informed about the consequences
of developing factories that emit
harmful toxins.

Helena Norberg-Hodge, a critic
of economic globalization, once
reported on a Tibetan man proudly
telling her about his vegetables
being better than the local ones
because they have seven different
chemicals on them.
Air in different regions across
the world may have differing levels of pollutants, but that does not
mean that air pollution in different
parts of the world does not affect
everyone. All people live under the
same ozone layer, which is quickly
decaying. Everyone is breathing
in toxins, but the human race deserves better than that. It is up to
governments to enforce clean air
regulations and restrictions.
The city has been trying to help
mitigate the effects of air pollution
through a series of initiatives that
phase out harmful heating oils,
such as No. 4 and No. 6, that cause
high-sulfur emissions and replacing them with No. 2 oil which has
lower emissions.
Other initiatives include making the state’s municipal fleet more

In the end, it all comes back
to the individuals. Humans
have taken so much from the
earth and they need to start
giving back and protecting it.

green and proposing car inspection
laws that make sure vehicles are
creating the least amount of pollution possible. This is something
that has been reinforced with the
Clean Air Act and PlaNYC.
The Environmental Protection
Agency’s investigations successfully led to Volkswagen pleading
guilty in January to its emissionscheating scandal and violation of
the Clean Air Act. The company
still faces criminal investigations
in 42 states, Washington D.C. and
Puerto Rico.
There are also other solutions
that we can turn to that are being
utilized by other cities around the
world. These include using more
greenspaces such as green billboards, roofs and vertical vegetation which can come about through
more efficient city planning.
In the end, it all comes back
to the individuals. Humans have
taken so much from the earth and
they need to start giving back and
protecting it. This means choosing cleaner transportation options
and lobbying for updating the city’s
bike lanes, pedestrian walkways
and public transit systems. It also
means that those lucky enough
to live in developed nations have
the responsibility of helping the
people who do not get the clean
air and quality of life that every
person deserves.
-Jessica Kraker
English '18

Harassment deserves stern punishment
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ill O’Reilly has had a significant influence on those who
follow conservative politics
for a long time. Featured on Fox
News from 1996 until this month,
O’Reilly was fired from the show as
sexual harassment allegations were
settled with five women for $13
million. Regardless of his occupation, facing five different sexual allegations is a serious issue, and it is
reminiscent of what occurred with
President Donald Trump earlier
this year. It is a serious dilemma affecting the workforce regarding the
status of women and how they are
treated. What many would not expect is the payout O’Reilly received
as he walked out of the door: a
whopping $25 million.
Now, to an ordinary person, it
sounds like Fox News is promoting O’Reilly’s behavior in the workplace. Roger Ailes, the chairman of
Fox News, was paid $40 million as
he left the network after being pressured to resign amid sexual harassment allegations. The interesting

thing is, while it may seem like it
was sexual allegations that brought
O’Reilly down, it is likely that it was
because of advertisers that he was
ousted from Fox News.
Corporations run on money
and people. Once O’Reilly was
faced with these allegations, it became obvious that advertisers on
O’Reilly’s show would want out
and that would hurt the parent
company of Fox News. At least 56
advertisers have pulled ads from
“The O’Reilly Factor” and that is a
substantial revenue lost. 21st Century Fox is a cable business and,
to be a successful one, advertising
revenue is crucial.
This same advertising issue has
recently roused YouTube “new media” outlets, which are facing this
blacklist as advertisers are trying
not to associate themselves with
anything that may hurt sales. Controversial topics, such as religion or
terrorism, are causing major advertisers like AT&T or Verizon to leave.
Advertisers are a huge source of

income not only for YouTube channels but also for cable networks like
CNN, Fox News, MSNBC and so on.
O’Reilly had been a major cornerstone of conservative politics
for a while. He had the charisma
and personality that Glenn Beck,
Sean Hannity and Rush Limbaugh
all failed to have. It was O’Reilly’s
mastery of presenting on television
that caught high ratings and profit
for Fox News.
O’Reilly’s removal was necessary to promote a more equal and
comfortable workplace for women
in Fox News. Along with the social
pressure, Fox had to consider the
business angle and prevent their
advertisers from leaving. Whereas
there were 3.7 million viewers
of “The O’Reilly Factor” on average, the amount is nowhere near
the “new media” viewers, which
seem to be overriding doomed
cable networks.
-Ahsan Mushtaq
Political Science '20
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THE POLITICKER: Trump's 1st 100 days disappoint US citizens

A

s difficult as it may be to believe, 100
days have passed since the inauguration of President Donald Trump, a
candidate whom the liberal establishment
hoped would be a joke but quickly became
all too real. During his campaign, Trump released a “contract” with his voters wherein
he listed all of his promises and what he
hoped to accomplish during his first 100
days in office. They were phrased less as
“hopes” and more as “absolutes” that would
become the initial successes of his administration. These promises included eliminating the practice of offshoring jobs through
tariffs, ending Obamacare, implementing
extreme vetting and creating a rule which
mandates the elimination of two regulations
if a new one is to be implemented.
As of yet, none of these promises have
achieved any kind of visible progress. The
attempts at stalling immigration resulted in
backlash and court orders of suspension.
Obamacare has yet to even be replaced,
and the most popular provisions are still going to be kept even if it is replaced. Trump’s
administration has taken no measures to
implement the labor plans that they believe
will keep U.S. jobs sustainable.
This is due to one reason: the Trump
administration does not have a clue about
what they are doing. The administration is
currently under the leadership of someone
whose ability to determine policy rests on
his advisors who have agendas all along the
conservative spectrum, from the radical farright agendas of Steven Bannon to the establishment code of Reince Priebus.
It also does not help that the Democrats
in Congress are fighting every measure he
is trying to establish, uniting in a way that is
similar to the way the Republicans did under former President Barack Obama, though
perhaps with a better modus operandi than
the Republican credo of “Everything Obama
does is wrong.” Trump’s attempts to push
through policies have been used as blunt
objects against the people that Republicans
have been disenfranchising for years so,
naturally, the Democrats are not going to
let these policies go through without a fight.
Incompetence and partisanship stymied the

fulfillment of Trump’s
so-called “contract.”
One would think
that someone like
Trump would understand that a contract
needs to be fulfilled.
However, judging by
REUVEN GLEZER
his business dealings, Trump has a
long history of not
fulfilling any form of contractual obligation
if he can get away with it. This is the crux of
it: Trump is getting away with these things,
and he is facing zero consequences aside
from the lowest approval ratings since his
first days in office. To the president, however, these approval ratings mean nothing so
long as he can tell people that they are being fed misleading statistics, which, in turn,
sends the media into a frenzy proving him
wrong. These first 100 days have proved that
Trump’s concern for his voters, if there was
any in the first place, has taken a backseat to
his chair at the Oval Office’s resolute desk.
It will remain like this for the next two
years unless congressional elections create a major shift in the balance of power. If
not, the United States is in for a long couple
of years of Republicans creating new rules,
such as shifting the number of votes needed
to approve a Supreme Court nomination.
The emperor has no clothes and he is
very well aware of this, but he just does not
care. He will gladly stroll along Capitol Hill
in the nude if it means someone will pay
more attention to that than another drone
strike in the Middle East.
If the surrealism of the campaign trail
was a shock to the political consciousness
of the United States, then the remainder of
his time in the White House will only spiral
U.S. politics into a new era of corruption and
blatant misleading. If the president of the
United States can be a liar and a thief, then
everyone else should try it themselves.
Reuven Glezer is a sophomore studying Literary Form and Writing. He is a frequent
contributor to The Ticker and an editor for
Refract Magazine.

Students must hold USG,
state officials accountable
THE USG REPORT

DANIEL DORNBAUM

I

n every competitive election
at each level of government,
there is a winner and a loser. As
I write this column, students have
not finished voting on next year’s
representatives and, regardless of
the outcome, the previous statement will hold true.
It is vital to the success and integrity of the Undergraduate Student Government that members
of the Baruch community continue to play an active role in the happenings of student government in
the weeks and months following
the election.
Casting your vote during election season is only the tip of the
iceberg when it comes to having
your voice heard and your questions answered.
If the person or persons you
voted for are elected, continue
to hold them accountable for the
promises they made during the
campaign cycle. If they were not
elected, engage with new representatives and work to have them
incorporate your ideas into their
plans.
This should be used as a model
for participating in government
outside Baruch as well. There will
be times when you feel as though
certain elected officials are not living up to their potential nor fulfill-

ing the duties of the office. In these
situations, it is the duty of private
citizens to act. Organizing, rallying and speaking out are responsibilities of all individuals and these
actions work to make our government better.
No matter the leadership, USG
will always keep the interests of
the undergraduate students at the
forefront of all their decisions and
efforts during their time in office
serving you.
There are countless ways to
contribute to Baruch’s environment and better our college community throughout the academic
year, regardless of the results of
the election.
Regardless of which team wins,
USG will continue to host open
senate meetings in room NVC
3-270 where students can voice
their concerns directly to the senate and executive board and will
continue to allow all students to
hold positions in the organization.
As technology advances, our offices have become more accessible
as we have expanded to multiple
social media platforms and host a
public website.
Following a contentious election cycle, it is sometimes difficult
to see a way forward if you end up
on the losing side. We must always
remember that there is no more
important office than that of the
private citizen and we all have a
role to play regardless of those who
hold elected office in our college
community.
Daniel Dornbaum is the president of USG. He can be reached at
daniel.dornbaum@usgbaruch.
com. His office is located at 3-272
in the Newman Vertical Campus.

T

he
United
States’ recent
response
to
Syrian
President
Bashar
al-Assad’s
violation of the international
chemical weapons ban
ERIC BUTKIEWICZ
changed what many
perceive to be the
foreign policy of President Donald Trump and his administration. Trump’s rhetoric of “America first”
embraced the populist message of non-interventionism in foreign affairs. However,
Assad’s actions swayed Trump’s mind.
The sight of civilian casualties justifies
this military intervention. The United States,
as a permanent member of the U.N. Security Council, has an obligation to enforce
international law. What is troubling is the
rapid change in foreign policy that the administration is undergoing. This seems to
be Trump’s famous “The Art of the Deal”
approach applied to foreign policy: always
keep your opponents guessing.
This approach came to the front stage
in the aftermath of the Syrian intervention.
Top figures in the administration, including Nikki Haley, James Mattis, Sean Spicer,
Rex Tillerson and Donald Trump himself
each made drastically different statements
regarding the intervention. This made it
seem as though not even Trump’s own administration knew what was going on. The
United States is the premier superpower in
the world culturally, economically and politically. The word of the United States alone
weighs more than the full voice of many
other nations combined. For the United
States, decisiveness is power. In the voice of
the United States, allies find peace of mind
and enemies find fear. It is not fear of a bite,
but fear of and respect to what that bite may
actually look like. A divided front on foreign
policy damages this ability to exert influence on the world stage without engaging
the force of the United States’ jaw.
The United States needs to find a unified
front. However, what is more interesting are
the clashing forces within the administra-

tion that are currently shaping both domestic and foreign policy. For the first couple
months of the administration, there was the
inner conflict between Reince Priebus—
representing the establishment right—and
Steve Bannon—representing the populist
right. However, after the failed attempt to
pass a replacement to the Affordable Care
Act, Trump seems to be distancing himself
from these two individuals.
In turn, reports indicate that Jared Kushner, Ivanka Trump and economic advisor
Gary Cohn have taken greater roles inside
the administration. This change marks a
drastic repudiation of both the establishment and populist right that elected Trump
to the office. Up to this point, Trump’s administration has taken an approach that is
in line with initial expectations, an approach
that much of Trump’s support base is satisfied with. However, this represents a sway
from the populist policy that many expected, especially with the addition of Bannon
as chief strategist. The administration has
adopted a strong neo-conservative foreign
policy and a very centrist domestic policy.
Trump is not a conservative. Conservatives cannot blindly stand by Trump just
because he is Trump. Conservatives have an
obligation to hold him accountable to the
principles he was elected for. This is not a
call to turn on the president, but it is a call
to speak up when his administration veers
in a direction that is inconsistent with conservative values. Nobody should tolerate
“The Art of the Deal” politics that keep even
U.S. citizens guessing. A golden rule of politics is to support those who support you. As
long as Trump supports his base, his base
should support him. However, if he turns on
Bannon, the Freedom Caucus, Preibus, Paul
Ryan and all the people they represent, his
supporters must make the message clear:
Trump must stand by his constituents. Doing so would ensure a promising future for
the Trump administration.
Eric is a Public Affairs student who is active
in the Baruch College Republicans. He recently founded a nonprofit, Doxa, to increase
“debate, discourse and citizenship.”
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Business
Baruch student starts independent financial planning firm
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Prior to pursuing his advisory
business, Taher, who is studying
economics and political science
at Baruch College, worked in various government offices such as the
New York State Senate, the New
York City Mayor’s Office and the
Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office.
While interning at the State Senate last year, Taher was exposed to
a wide range of public issues and
concerns. He was responsible for
answering phone calls from the
general public and taking down
their comments, but he did not
like how slow the government was
in addressing these matters. It was
also around this time that he became more interested in business,
specifically financial planning. At
first, Taher began by giving casual
advice on investing and opening
accounts to friends and family,
but later decided to take it more
seriously and earned his Series 65
license to officially become a certified financial advisor.
“Finance is everywhere,” said
Taher. “It’s something everyone
can talk about and can relate to and
use a little help with. It’s something
so relevant in our lives and yet we
barely talk about it as much as I
think we should.”
After spending an entire summer researching and networking
with professionals in the industry, Taher was unimpressed by the
quality of services that traditional
brokerage firms offered, especially
if they were commission-based.
“It’s not necessarily going to be
in the best interest of the people

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Taher Financial Planning, which was founded in January 2017, aims to provide ﬁnancial services to 20- to 30-year olds.
that you work with. I didn’t really
see myself selling those kinds of
products to anyone, especially if I
can’t see myself selling them to my
own family,” said Taher.
He later decided to start his own
practice as a financial advisor and
began the process of forming a
LLC in January 2017. After a couple
months of waiting and taking care
of all the compliance work, Taher
officially launched Taher Financial
Planning on April 10. Unlike most
financial planning institutions today, Taher’s company is geared to-

ward younger generations.
“The best part about this is [that]
I am not forced to do anything that
I think is wrong,” said Taher. “I can
set my own policies and I have
more control and freedom over
how people will be advised. I can
make sure that the services I have
[are] ethical. I can also work with
younger people.”
Following his graduation, Taher
plans to work on his business full
time. He occasionally writes blogs
about topics ranging from financial
philosophy to technology and posts

them to his website for people to
read. He has been able to reach
a majority of his target audience
through various social media campaigns and traditional networking
events. Currently, Taher is taking
graduate classes at the College of
Financial Planning to strengthen
his understanding of the industry. He has also been also working
with other financial advisors to
build his business and is an active
member in three different financial
organizations.
“If you’re really passionate

about something you will make
time for it. I spend hours every
single day just researching and
thinking about how I am going to
improve services or just imagining how I could do things better
differently.”
Looking ahead, Taher is eager to
build relationships and work with
people on their financial plans. He
is enthusiastic about where the industry overall is heading and has
been focusing on the 20 to 30-yearold age group, which big firms typically ignore.
“There are people out there who
want the service but they either
think they don’t know about it or
they can’t afford it,” said Taher. “Financial planning is not just for the
rich anymore. Financial planning
is changing and there are ethical
services out there and I believe
my company is going to be one
of them.”
Individuals who are interested
in or have questions about Taher’s
services can schedule a free half
hour session with him through
his website. He hopes to one day
have enough clients to expand
his company so that he can create better opportunities for other
passionate students.
“We need people who are more
focused on helping others,” said
Taher. “We need to have more social entrepreneurship and more
people focused on the public good.
Its not just about making profits,
all millennials right now are in a
good position to change things
for the better and we have that responsibility to make positive and
social change.”

Facebook launches Spaces as major foray into virtual reality tech
BY JAHVON MEADOWS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On April 18, Facebook announced the launch of Facebook
Spaces at F8, the company’s semiannual developer conference. According to the official Facebook
Newsroom webpage, Facebook
Spaces is “a new VR app where you
hang out with friends in a fun, interactive virtual environment as
if you were in the same room.” It
launched in beta for the company’s
Oculus Rift and Touch devices.
Facebook Spaces represents
the company’s first step into making virtual reality. When Facebook
acquired the VR company Oculus
VR for $2 billion in 2014, some analysts and investors were wary of the
purchase. They did not see much
growth potential from Facebook’s
focus in the field. VR technology,
which completely immerses users
in an artificial world through the
use of special devices, was seen
as niche, instead of something
that could potentially become
mainstream.
Some investors are confident in
Facebook’s decision, believing that
the company has both the talent
and the resources necessary to innovate on new frontiers and drive
growth. Facebook’s recent acquisitions highlight this ability.
When Facebook acquired WhatsApp for $19 billion in 2014, it received a large user base of more
than 1 billion monthly active users of the popular messaging app,
more smartphone engagement and
more penetration into international markets that it did not have previously. The acquisition of Instagram
gave Facebook a large user base,
another platform for advertising
and a means of directly competing
with rival social network Snapchat.
Instagram’s Stories feature recently

attained 200 million daily active
users, surpassing Snapchat’s 161
million and reducing Snapchat’s
growth by an estimated 82 percent. Thanks to these acquisitions,
as of press release, Facebook owns
four of the largest social platforms.
Its own app has 1.8 billion users,
WhatsApp and Messenger each
have 1.2 billion users and Instagram recently reached 700 million
users, which now makes Instagram
more than twice the size of Twitter.
Other investors point out the
current flaws with VR technology.
VR technology has had a low adoption rate. According to the “2016
Virtual Reality Industry Report”
jointly issued by Greenlight VR and
Road to VR, it was estimated that
the VR industry is still years away
from becoming a major market.
There is also an initial high price
point of $300 to $500 for a headset
and controller peripheral. Alternatives, such as cheaper headsets
or smartphones, have lower quality screens and lower refresh rates,
which hamper the VR experience.
Users of the technology complain
of headaches, eyestrain, nausea
and motion sickness. There is a
physical danger present in that the
headset user’s eyesight is obstructed, which could lead to them damaging themselves or people and
objects around them.
The largest issue for VR is the
lack of a “killer application.” A
killer app is a computer program
so desirable that potential customers would purchase the hardware
it runs on just to utilize it. In the
past, killer apps—like the VisiCalc
spreadsheet program for Apple II
computers and the Atari 2600 port
of “Space Invaders”—have largely
increased sales of the platforms
they were available for. As of now,
there are no apps available that
could be considered a killer app
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Spaces, a VR application for Facebook’s Oculus Rift headset, represents the company’s push into virtual and augmented reality.
for virtual reality. There is nothing
that would cause most of the general public to purchase expensive,
clunky VR headsets.
Nevertheless, virtual reality is
currently seen as the next big step
in mainstream tech, a step as big as
the home computer to the smartphone, and a step that may sometime in the future even replace
the smartphone entirely. This idea
has led to dozens of companies
either developing or investing in
the space.
For
example,
Alphabet’s,
Google’s and Microsoft’s virtual
reality have VR headsets on the
market and, according to Bloomberg, Apple Inc. recently hired Jeff
Norris, an expert in both augmented reality and virtual reality who
formerly worked for NASA. Facebook may need to be first in this
area, or risk being left behind by its
competitors. Therefore, Facebook

Spaces is a much-needed foray by
the company into the widespread
adoption of virtual reality.
Augmented reality is another
front that Facebook is trying to
innovate on. Augmented reality
places digital elements into the real
world. Both Instagram and Snapchat have this function, where you
can overlay a variety of faces onto
your own or other people, or project digital objects, like rainbows,
bushes and so on within reality.
Facebook, however, announced
at F8 that it would do more with the
technology, with the Facebook cofounder, chairman and CEO, stating, “I’m confident we’re going to
push this augmented reality platform forward.” For example, people may use their phones to play
games on tables, or leave virtual
notes for other users to find, among
other things.
Besides Facebook, other com-

panies also see the growth potential inherent in augmented reality.
Like with virtual reality, they are
eager to develop and incorporate
augmented reality technology into
their products. Tim Cook, CEO of
Apple, has likened augmented reality’s future potential to how innovative the smartphone was, and has
even stated that we will all “have AR
experiences every day, almost like
eating three meals a day. It will become that much a part of you.” To
this end, Apple has created a special team of people with experience
in this technology, people with
experience in digital effects from
Hollywood, and many small firms
with knowledge of 3-D gaming as
well as augmented reality and VR
hardware and software. According
to Bloomberg, the global market for
augmented reality products is estimated to surge 80 percent to $165
billion by 2024.
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Arts & Style
Wasserman screening delves into lives of Jews in East Germany
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
MANAGING EDITOR

In 1933, Adolf Hitler was elected
chancellor of Germany. In his new
role, he would pass anti-Semitic
laws that eventually led to the murder of millions of European Jews.
At the time, there were some
522,000 Jews living in Germany.
During the next six years however,
304,000 of these people would
leave the country and resettle in
other parts of Europe as well as the
United States and Palestine, the
United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum website states.
These people, though often
omitted in history lessons, were
able to start new lives away from
home and, in some cases, avoided
the genocide that was taking place
in the Third Reich. Despite being
this fortunate, many were yearning to regain the lives they left
in Germany.
This conflict between the Jews’
love of their fatherland and painful memories of murdered family
and friends took the center stage of
Chronicle of Return: Life Histories
of Jews in the GDR (1989/1993).
The event, which took place in
the Baruch Performing Arts Center,
consisted of the screening of two
short documentaries followed by a
panel discussion.
The two documentaries were
meant to help explain why Jews
who emigrated from Germany to
escape the Nazis would come back
to Germany after the war. In particular, the directors attempted to
find out why these people would
resettle in the German Demo-

cratic Republic, also known as
East Germany.
The first documentary, Jews in
the GDR, was a short documentary discussing the place of Jews in
modern Germany.
The people in the film argued
that it was courageous for the Jews
to come back to Soviet Germany.
However, another person shown
in the documentary put that argument into question.
For many Jews who decided to
come back to Soviet Germany, it
was simply homesickness. They
grew up in Germany and were
forced to leave, but their love for
the fatherland never died.
The documentary also highlighted that the interest in GDR
Jews is increasing, even though it
has been 27 years since Germany
was reunified.
The
second
documentary
screened that evening was the Return of German Jews and the Questions of Identity of German Jews.
Unlike the first documentary,
it revolved around the actual people who either left Germany and
came back after the war or were
born abroad to parents who left
Germany.
Dr. Jeffrey Peck, a former dean
of the Weissman School of Arts and
Sciences, said that “The story of the
film was almost as interesting as
the film itself.”
One of the first people shown
in the documentary was Albert
Klein, whose wife was murdered
by the Schutzstaffel, or SS, in Austria and whose son died in a concentration camp. Klein explained
that, at that point, it was getting

difficult for Jews to emigrate from
Germany. Those who survived usually went to England, the Soviet
Union or the United States. Those
who went to other European countries were only protected until the
Nazis arrived.
Eva Bruck, who also appeared in
the documentary, lived in England
and came to Berlin in 1946.
When she arrived and saw the
state in which the city was in, she
recalled sitting down on the rubble
and asking herself, “My God, will it
ever be a city again?”
Though she tried to join the
Communist Party, she was rejected
and never tried again.
She said that after the war, East
Germany became an anti-fascist
country. Every Saturday and Sunday, the youth came to Berlin to
clean the ruins and rebuild. By
1952, the government structure
of East Germany was getting decentralized and the people were
indoctrinated.
As with the first documentary,
the overarching message was that,
despite everything that happened
in Germany before and during the
war, German Jews still saw Germany as the fatherland and wanted
to not only rebuild the country, but
live in it.
The participants also highlighted that they primarily identified
themselves as Jews, with Germany
and GDR coming second and third.
The documentary screenings
were followed by a panel discussion with Frank Mecklenburg,
Peck, Katherine Pence and Albert
Scharenberg. The event was moderated by Jessica Lang, the direc-
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The documentary Chronicle of Return: Life Histories of Jews in the GDR (1989/1993)
revisits Berlin Jews who emigrated from Germany during the war.
tor of the Sandra Kahn Wasserman
Jewish Studies Center.
The documentaries shown during the event were not meant for
an audience that does not know a
lot about World War II and German
history from 1933 to the present
times. For those people, the topics
that were covered would have been
difficult to follow.
As such, this may be the reason
why most of the audience consisted
of older people rather than Baruch
students.

For those who were on top of
the topic, however, the event was
truly a learning experience. The
second documentary should be
praised for portraying how the reunification of Germany changed
the people in the documentary by
returning to the protagonists a year
after the original interviews were
conducted.
Overall, the event provided a
fresh perspective on a delicate
topic that is still changing modern
Germany.

Plaisant’s Godspell enthralls audiences as Baruch’s 3rd musical
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Plaisant is able to bring together
a spectacle that is dynamically energetic and focused.
Upon coming to the Bernie
West Theater on 23rd Street, audiences enter the world of a cosmopolitan chaos: the set by Gregory
Paul consists of classical columns,
modern furniture, car tires and
other leftovers of a civilized society.
The scenery reflects the pivotal
concept the show. Plaisant intends
for it to be taking place in a not-sodistant future. It is New York City
somewhere in between the 2016
election and an upcoming apocalypse—the time when people are in
most need for guidance and faith.
Throughout the show, there are
multiple occasions where the notso-subtle allusions to the current
administration and the state of the
politics are being referred to.
However, even with the help of
meticulously crafted projections,
the show fails to fully explore the
idea of the post-election world,
which is actually for the best.
Godspell is a show already
heavy with didactical lessons, so
overcomplicating it with political
complains would have made the
show less wholesome. Plaisant’s
Godspell is an uplifting celebration
of acceptance, diversity and love—
exactly the right rendition that the
world needs now.
There is a prominent transition
between the two acts. Act One pivots around displaying Jesus’ interactions, as he baptizes the world,
freeing it from darkness. The actors
are literally stripping off their black
heavy coats and reveal colorful
clothing.
Dustin Cross’ costumes are a
witty mix of ‘70s hippies and modern Williamsburg hipster styles.
Act Two is more plot driven, revealing the schism between Jesus

and Judas and the consequent set
of events.
Although the show is rooted in
Christian motifs and ideas, the final
product is in fact very secular and
universal. Prior to the opening, the
projections display quotes by various thinkers such as Friedrich Nietzsche, Martin Luther, Albert Einstein and Dalai Lama.
The quotes discuss subjects of
art, faith, love and reason, thus establishing that Godspell would not
be a form of religious propaganda,
but rather a suggestive reflection
on humanity as a whole.
When Jesus is preaching established canons of “loving thy neighbor” and “not worshipping money,”
these words echo the universal
truths that everybody, no matter
their background, should live their
lives by.
The interesting part of the production is that the actors are playing themselves. For the most part
they are nameless and portray
multiple people, but each one
still has a unique and prominent
personality with the actor’s own
characteristic traits.
The only character that stays
the same throughout the show is
the lead. Jesus Christ is portrayed
by a marvelous Allegra Kuney, for
whom playing male characters is
not a novel task. Casting a female
as Jesus is not just an unorthodox
decision, it is actually brilliant.
It is 2017 and gender is becoming less binary, so having a female
Jesus is reflective of the direction
this world is headed. Kuney’s performance is worth being praised.
She is the heart and soul of
the show.
Dressed in virginal white, she
belts out her impressive range. She
is most touching in the Last Supper
scene, as she individually bids farewell to each character prior to her
Crucifixion in the finale. Being the

show’s catharsis, this final scene is
so powerful, it reminds audiences
of the brilliance of theater.
The relationship between the
characters is admirable. They are
all strong individual personalities,
yet nobody overshadows one another, creating a perfect balance of
talent on stage.
The talent is in surplus. Nicholas Leung proves to be not just a
good comic actor, but also a great
musician in his guitar solo “All
Good Gifts.” Shadye Alvarado is the
passion of the show.
Channeling her inner Beyonce,
she is confident and sexy. Her energy is radiant and almost palpable,
especially when she is giving lap
dances to the audience members
during “Turn Back, O Man.”
Mike Schultz, with an angelic
quality, is adorably goofy. Kaniece
Williams is a young Jennifer Holiday, as she is a force to be reck-

oned with. Joelle Abejar, Jacqueline
Aquino and Olivia Renkel all are incredible performers, whose voices
make this production sound like a
church. Andy Marcello brings pure
comedy into his every line, creating
an endless energy drive.
Jeffery White is the secondmost prominent figure in the show.
White is the antagonist—the dark
figure who questions everything. In
the beginning, he portrays John the
Baptist, but halfway through Act
One, he symbolically transforms
into the traitorous disciple Judas,
who leads Jesus to his end. White
establishes good chemistry with
Kuney, resulting in a fiery showstopper, “All for The Best.”
Jesus and Judas begin to sing
and dance in a Bob Fosse-inspired
number as Fred Astaire, Charlie Chaplin, Gene Kelly and with
Ginger Rodgers featured in the
background.

The choreographer Danny Burr
accomplishes a hard task of balancing the restricting space and
limited dancing abilities of the actors with the cheerfulness of the
score in a way that looks whimsically effortless.
The routine is contagious, making the audience involuntarily clap
and rock in their seats.
In general, Godspell is a true
joy. There were minor issues such
as poor vocal projection, a couple
of awkward high notes and rough
transitions.
However, for a third production
at a school notoriously known for
lacking support of the arts, this production was borderline great and
outstanding.
If the upcoming productions
continue to raise the bar and create
as much enthusiasm, the future of
the musical theater at Baruch is as
bright as Jesus’ halo.

NATHAN LIN | THE TICKER

Godspell continues to raise the bar for Baruch’s performing arts department, performing their third musical at the Bernie West.
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FX’s ‘Fargo’ returns after long break
BY LUIS LUCERO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

After another lengthy 18-month
wait, the third season of the FX
original series “Fargo” has finally
arrived with a brand-new story arc
of deception, murder and a triangle of trouble.
Like the title implies, the show is
inspired by Ethan and Joel Coen’s
classic 1996 film of the same name,
with the Coen brothers serving as
executive producers.
While the show does not make
direct connections to the plot of
the original movie, the primary
setting and a lot of stylistic elements are still present, with a few
nods to the movie thrown in for
fan service.
Like “American Horror Story”
and “American Crime Story,” this
show is an anthology series with
an emphasis on season-long
plotlines.
For the new season of “Fargo,”
acclaimed Scottish actor Ewan
McGregor takes on a dual role as
two brothers with differing backgrounds. One brother, Emmit
Stussy, is a self-made man with
a vast amount of wealth. The second brother, Ray, is a corrupt and
down-on-his-luck parole officer
who blames his brother for all of
his misfortunes in his life.
After Emmit refuses to lend him
money to pay for an engagement
ring for his parolee girlfriend Nikki
Swango, the couple conspires to

get back at him by hiring someone
to break into his home and steal
a valuable heirloom—a vintage
postage stamp from their father’s
collection. Things goes awry and
Ray and Nikki are left to deal with
the fallout.
The female lead is played by
Carrie Coon, who portrays a local police chief who is about to
discover that a simple crime is
about to escalate into something
much bigger.
Rather than going straight to
the plot, this new story arc utilizes
a strange, cold opening.
In an interrogation room in East
Berlin in 1988, a local man is being
accused for the murder of a woman, an accusation that he claims to
be a mistake. While the scene may
come out of left field, it seems like
a nice way of setting up a potentially shocking plot twist later on in
the season.
At face value, the story for season three seems a little bit more of
the same.
Noah Hawley explained in an
“Entertainment Weekly” interview
that the tone of season three would
be between the simple scope of the
first season and the more complex
and thought-provoking feel of the
second season.
The result is a premiere that at
times comes off as underwhelming. This feeling is further emphasized by its lengthy 67-minute
runtime.
That is not to say that there is

nothing good and entertaining
about the new season, because
there is still enough in the first episode to get fans curious about how
the rest of the season will unfold.
The writing is still characteristically bleak and there is a morbid sense of humor that has long
defined not only “Fargo,” but the
Coen brothers as well.
All of this is encapsulated in
the opening titles, which claim
that the story about to unfold is “a
true story.”
The cinematography is just as
sharp as ever, whether it is an intense action sequence or vast wide
shots of fields covered with snow.
The acting performances, too,
remain just as solid as viewers remember them. If one can look past
the cheesy wig and makeup for
both characters, McGregor nails
the dual role concept.
Save for occasional moments
where his native Scottish accent
accidentally breaks through, he
really gets the North Dakota/
Minnesota accent down for both
characters.
Coon is also a worthy addition
to “Fargo’s” lineup of strong female
characters, both in the show and
the original film.
It might be off to a bit of a rough
start, but the third story arc of “Fargo” has just enough good going for
it to warrant sticking around for its
duration.
Hopefully, the rest of the season
improves as the story pans out.

At face value, the story for season three seems a little bit more of the same. Noah Hawley
explained in an “Entertainment Weekly” interview that the tone of season three would be
between the simple scope of the ﬁrst season and the more complex and though-provoking
feel of the second season.

‘Chelsea’ faces identity
crisis in second season
BY MAXIM IBADOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The successful Netflix show
“Chelsea” aired the first episode of
its second season on April 14 after
a spring hiatus.
Hosted by the notoriously unequivocal comedian and writer
Chelsea Handler, the show is
the streaming service’s first talk
show. It is also the first time Netflix is airing one episode at the
time, instead of releasing the full
season simultaneously—a habit
that helped streaming services
achieve success.
Handler took complete artistic
control and created a series that is
not only about interviewing celebrities who want to promote their
work, but it also has an educational purpose.
The show has episodes dedicated to various topics such
as visiting Russia and learning
about the whole political primary
process.
The idea of inviting different
experts in fields from fashion and
culture to politics and science is
indeed novel and makes “Chelsea” an interesting watch for those
who are interested in more than
celebrity talk.
For the new season, Netflix
allowed Handler to travel and explore more countries such as India
and England. The team sees this
idea as a prominent way to connect to her international audiences—the show is being streamed
in 190 countries—as well as bring
multi-cultural awareness to the
United States in the middle of
growing xenophobic sentiment.
Criticizing the current political
situations is one of Handler’s most
popular motifs on the show. With

the current administration, it is expected that Handler, who is known
for her sharp remarks, will make
jokes about the current political
situation in a great capacity.
The problem with the show
thus far is that it has failed expectations. Handler’s former work on
“Chelsea Lately” had a reputation
of being a show where celebrities were hesitant of coming on
due to the fear of being ridiculed
and roasted. Handler’s infamous
altercation with rapper T.I. over
gun issues became one of the
most memorable moments in
television history.
This show is nowhere as
witty, sharp and funny as anything Handler has done before.
Her interactions with her guests
became friendly and harmless.
Handler was once a master of destructing a celebrity’s carefully
polished image.
Now, it is almost as if she has
become one of them, hanging out
with Charlize Theron and flirting
with Diego Luna. Although she
constantly jokes about naked Instagram pictures and her uncontrollable consumption of alcohol
and drugs, it has an artificial feeling of a carefully planned campaign, rather than sporadic confessions. For somebody who takes
pride in not caring, Handler cares
too much.
Having very mixed reviews and
relatively low ratings, “Chelsea” is
facing an identity crisis. The audience is expecting this talk show to
stand out due to Handler’s signature humor and approach.
If the hostess does not find another direction for her style, season three will also suffer and will
hinder Netflix from producing
similar series in the future.

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks tells story of racial injustice
REEL REVIEWS

BENJAMIN WALLIN
In 1951, Henrietta Lacks, 31,
died of cervical cancer. While she
was being treated in Baltimore,
doctors removed some of her tumor cells and discovered that they
were able to survive in a laboratory,
even past Lacks’ death.
The cells were known as HeLa,
a shortened portmanteau of her
name, and they were replicated
and sent to various laboratories for
study. The only problem was that
neither Lacks nor any member of
her family were notified.
The Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks tells the story of a journalist
trying to tell Lacks’ story.
The film, released by HBO, is
based on the 2010 best-selling
book of the same name by Rebecca
Skloot. Skloot is depicted in her attempts to research and write the
book through conversations with
the Lacks family around 50 years
after Henrietta’s death.
The family is hesitant, to say
the least, and is hurt by decades of
knowledge that their mother’s cells
were used for tests and nothing was
given to her or her family in return.
The film’s subtext is one of a
long line of racial abuse, of using
people without their consent and
profiting as a result.
At one point in the film, the
Lacks family is approached by
somebody offering to help them
sue for reparations. It is painful to
see the way a woman was used,

her own cells cloned and utilized
without her knowledge, parts of
her body being sold and the hurt
that a family had to deal with as
a result.
As Skloot learns the story of
Henrietta, she also learns the story
of the rest of the family. She meets
Deborah, the paranoid daughter of
Henrietta, who wants to learn more
about her mother and forgotten
sister. Her brother Zakariyya Bari
Abdul Rahman, recently released
from prison, also meets with Skloot
though he is unenthusiastic about
sharing information.
Both experienced some form
of personal damage after their
mother’s death, Rahman getting
involved with abuse and eventual
imprisonment, and Deborah suffering with medical and mental issues that came as a result.
Though it is about discovering
the story of Henrietta, The Immor-

tal Life of Henrietta Lacks is more a
story that reflects on a relationship
that came afterward, of the connection built between Skloot and the
Lacks family, especially Deborah.
She comes to them as a journalist, which automatically raises
questions for them, but she tells
them multiple times that all she
wants is to write a book about Henrietta and has no interest in profiting off of the family.
The underlying connection to
slavery and its long-lasting effects
on the culture of the United States
and sociology are ever-present.
When Deborah comes with
Skloot to the mental hospital that
the former’s sister had been in,
Deborah is met with scorn, while
Skloot is addressed politely, all
questions directed to her. When
presenting a proposal for her book,
Skloot is told to take the family out
of the story.

The main power of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks is in its
ability to tie into these forces and
feelings of historical resonance.
In the role of Deborah, Oprah
Winfrey helps bring the pathos to
tie in such a connection. She moves
from caring to paranoid, playing it
all with an accent and a limp. Her
acting is a strong force throughout.
Though the subtext is interesting, the narrative is not one which
excites much. The drama is at times
lacking and the meaning comes
more from what is going on beneath the surface.
It is about the people who are
seen as less than they are, not
expected to understand the reasoning behind taking cells. It is
about the historical trend of white
people taking and taking, with no
consequence to them and little
for the people of color they are
taking from.

WWW.YOUTUBE.COM

Winfrey, center, plays Lack’s daughter, an African American woman whose cells were utilized for research without consent.

The film is peppered with flashback scenes, showing Renee Elise
Goldsberry as the titular Henrietta.
She occasionally speaks, but mostly
she is just haunting the screen, becoming again and again present
in the minds of those who miss
her most.
The HeLa cells that came from
her mutate to the point where
doctors say they are no longer
Henrietta’s, but her family thinks
otherwise.
The question of humanity and
identity comes out of this, asking
whether these cells are still hers.
The family refers to the cells as if
they themselves are her.
They are the last trace of her on
earth, aside from a single photograph with a torn corner. When the
cells are seen as the human being
herself, trading them is more tragic,
the cells themselves become more
poignant, acting as imagery to be
revered.
The Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks is a film in the tradition of
those like Hidden Figures, showing achievements that have been
looked over and mistreatment
geared toward women and people
of color.
While it is unfortunate that this
country’s history is rife with stories
of marginalization, it is good that
they are finally being recognized
and having light shed on them to
bring awareness.
The film is available on HBO
GO and HBO NOW. It is the kind
of film one watches because they
should, not only because they want
to. Hopefully awareness will spread
around the issue and some kind of
reparation will be made preventing
real-life tragedies from occurring
again and again.
Until then, it is good to have the
artists that we have, revealing the
lives of those that have been relatively unknown.
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Gold dazes audiences with daring revival of Williams classic
BY MAXIM IBADOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The idea of traditional theater is
slowly becoming a cultural atavism
in the year 2017, especially when it
comes to classic plays that Broadway audiences have already seen
countless times.
Even the plays that were originally written as unconventional
need to be re-imagined in a way
that challenges not only the content, but also the form. Avantgarde star Sam Gold reimagines
Tennessee Williams’ classic The
Glass Menagerie in a style so versatile, it is fresh, edgy and at most,
revolutionary.
The width of the stage appears
endless. The walls are naked and
brightly illuminated. The stage is
empty, as if it is a rehearsal space
for an amateur theater group. There
is a chrome table on center stage
left, reflecting the light with an almost sick paleness. Four figures enter from the audience and clumsily
climb on to the stage.
“The play is memory,” says a
man to an intrigued audience that
is slowly realizing that the show
has begun. “Being a memory play,
it is dimly lighted, it is sentimental,
it is not realistic.”
This opening from Williams
is a canon on its own, but these
words have never been interpreted as literally as in the current
Broadway revival.
The idea of surrealism is the
central theme of this revival. Gold
takes the traditional views of realism on stage and throws them outside the stage door.
The director plays with the
play’s elements, toying around with
text, characters and space, pushing
the boundaries of what is real and
what is not, as we perceive.
The Glass Menagerie is Williams’ personal recollection of his

family. Tom Wingfield, played by
Joe Montello, is a middle-aged
closeted man who feels trapped in
a house with his controlling and
delusional mother Amanda, and
his shy handicapped sister Laura.
Both siblings are on the edge
of being suffocated by their matriarch, who is portrayed by two-time
Academy award winner Sally Field.
Amanda is a southern belle,
who is broken down from being
abandoned by her husband and
her dream. Field’s rage and delusion are progressive, dynamically
evolving throughout the show
until her grand breakdown in the
final scene.
Mantello is a two-time Tonywinning director, whose return
to his acting roots is a pleasant
surprise. His awkwardness is balanced out by “America Horror
Story’s” Finn Wittrock, who plays
Jim O’Connor—Tom’s former
classmate.
Jim is a charming and overly
masculine high school superstar,
who is seen as the savior for the
Wingfield family.
However, the highlight of the
play is actually neither of these
highly decorated artists, but rather
a young actress in her Broadway
debut. Madison Ferris creates a
breathtaking portrayal of Laura.
Ferris has muscular dystrophy,
so she brings not just her physicality to the character, but a heavy luggage of personal experience. Ferris
makes history with this production,
as she becomes the first person in a
wheelchair to ever star in a play on
Broadway.
But her casting is not just a
strive for diversity—it is a director’s choice that perfectly suits the
overall theme of a shattered reality.
Laura is far from being pitiful. Ferris paints a daring portrait of Laura—a head strong young woman,
who comes of age right in front of

our eyes.
Radically reimagined American
classics are a prominent trend in
theater now.
Last season, Belgium director
Ivo van Hove awed Broadway audiences with his revivals of Arthur
Miller’s plays, A View from the
Bridge and Crucible. Gold is Van
Hove’s protege and is highly influenced by the techniques of the European master.
In The Glass Menagerie, there is
an almost anatomical destruction
of the classic technical form. The
entire venue is utilized as a whole
performing space, with the set and
lights recycled to shape into anything Gold and his team desire.

There is even a real rainstorm.
The second half of the show is done
almost in complete darkness, with
only a couple of candles illuminating everything. Reminiscent of
classical Rembrandt paintings, the
faces of the actors flicker with a
pensive mystery of isolation. They
are just eyes separated by eternity
of darkness.
However, unlike the works of
van Hove, who is very cohesive and
thorough, Gold’s production is lost
in its desire to be unconventional.
The central themes never come to
a full exposition, ending up being
sacrificed for the purposes of awing abstractionism.
This leaves the audience in

complete confusion, not really
understanding what the spectacle
that they just experienced was supposed to tell them.
Yet, this exposition of theatrical non-conformity is worth seeing. There is a soulful force, which
keeps this dynamic work exploring
the deepest personal troubles.
Without realizing, the audience
will find themselves deeply emotional without fully comprehending why.
Even in the way of how moving
it is, this production is a trendsetter that will hopefully pave the
way for more theater makers to
reimagine classics in a daring and
powerful way.

WWW.YOUTUBE.COM

In the revival of Williams’ play, Farris, Field and Montello portray a dysfunctional family struggling to connect with one another.
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Science & Technology
Healthy lifestyle allows for better mental health in older years
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
It is speculated that signs of
mental fitness in the elderly stems
from their earlier experiences, such
as continuing their education or
having a leadership position in a
job, suggesting that they have higher “cognitive reserve.”
Cognitive health is crucial in
securing the quality of life of older
people. Cognitive health is the
growth and safeguarding of the
multidimensional cognitive structure that allows older people to
have the ability to work independently and ensures recovery from
illness. It is speculated that signs of
mental fitness in the elderly stems
from their earlier experiences, such
as continuing their education or
having a leadership position in a
job, suggesting that they have higher “cognitive reserve.”
Researchers investigated if cognitive reserve clarifies how lifestyle
affects mental fitness. Over 2,000
mentally fit people over the age of
65 participated in the study. Participants aged 65 years and over were
randomly evaluated from general
medicine practice lists between
2011 and 2013 and were divided
into two age groups, 65 to 74 years
and 75 years and over.
Cognitive function was assessed by the Cambridge Cognitive Examination, which tested a
variety of cognitive functions in the
elderly, with scores varying from
zero to 107. Cognitive reserve was
first listed by education and occupational complexity in the study.
The cognitive reserve score was
calculated by multiplying 1.7 times

a participant’s years of education
and then multiplying one times
the occupational complexity level.
These two numbers would then be
added together.
Participants were asked about
their degrees of physical activity
ranging from mild to moderate to
vigorous. These include light gardening and light housework to
cleaning the car, tennis and jogging. They were then asked how
often they engage in such activities, with zero equaling once a year
or less, one equaling several times
a year, two equaling several times
a month, three equaling several
times a week and four equaling every day or almost every day.
Participants reported their eating habits next. They wrote down
how often they consumed fatty fish,
other fish, fresh fruit, green leafy
vegetables, vegetables and white
and wheat bread. The consumption
of these foods was measured on six
levels: never, seldom, once a week,
two to four times a week or five to
six times a week or daily.
Participants’ cognitive and social activities were measured based
on seven cognitive tasks—listening
to the radio, reading a newspaper,
reading a book, playing a game of
cards and completing crosswords.
Their replies to three questions,
“How often do you see any of your
relatives to speak to?” “Do you attend meetings of any community
or social groups?” and “How often
do you see any of your neighbors to
have a chat or do something with?”
were also measured.
Current and ex-smokers were
pinpointed using the questions

AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER

People who engaged in physical activity and moderate alcohol consumption were mentally sound when they reached 65 years.
“Do you smoke?” and “Have you
ever smoked?” The amount of alcohol consumption was categorized
into four groups: nearly abstinent,
infrequent drinkers, frequent lightto-moderate drinkers and regulate
light-to-moderate drinkers. Frequent light-to-moderate drinkers
consumed alcohol once, twice or
four times a week and regular lightto-moderate drinkers consumed
alcohol five or six times a week or

almost every day.
It was revealed that the four
lifestyle components of cognitive
and social activity, physical activity, regular light-to-moderate alcohol consumption and healthy diet
had correlations with cognitive
function. These factors explained
about 5 percent of the imbalance
in cognitive function. There was
no link between smoking and
cognitive function.

The results illustrated that cognitive reserve was a vital moderator of the relationship between the
four lifestyle factors and cognition.
These results match prior
cross-sectional and longitudinal
discoveries on cognitive and social activity. It further emphasizes
involvement in cognitive, social
and physical activity and a healthy
diet, since it helps to preserve
cognitive health.

March for Science raises awareness amid current political climate
BY LUIS LUCERO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The rain might have been an inconvenience, but that did not stop
tens of thousands of protesters from
converging at Central Park West on
Saturday afternoon to participate
in the March for Science.Organized
on Earth Day, April 22, in over 600
locations around the world, these
global marches aimed to protest
U.S. President Donald Trump’s approach to science, including his job
picks for top regulatory posts and
proposed funding cuts to research
and enforcement.
Jill Dvornik, a senior associate
researcher of pharmacological sciences at Mount Sinai Hospital and
a co-organizer of the march, said
that impending federal budget cuts
threaten several important initiatives. Advances in biomedical studies and technological devices could
be affected.
“In general, more people are accepting of science,” Dvornik said.
“This is a nonpartisan issue.” In
keeping with the theme of inclusivity that the rally aims for, any person that could not attend any of the
marches could follow along with
the Washington D.C. march via a
livestream posted to the march’s
official website.
The New York City march started at 10:30 a.m. at the corner of
Central Park West and 72nd Street.
After an hour-long rally, the crowd
started marching down the street.
Taking up big chunks of Central Park West and Broadway, the
crowd marched down all the way
toward 45th Street and Broadway.
Along the way, the march passed by
the Trump International Hotel and
Tower in Columbus Circle.
As with the Women’s Day March
and the Tax Day March, the protesters had creative ways of voicing
their opinions during the march.

LUIS LUCERO | THE TICKER

The March for Science was organized on Earth Day to protest cuts in science research, as innovations in technology are at risk under the Trump administration.
Mutale Nkonde, another co-organizer and a volunteer at Black Girls
Code, said the organizers wanted
the New York City version of the
event to stand out from other cities’.
As a result, they treated the march
like a parade by incorporating banners, floats, puppets and other artistic representations throughout
the day.
“This taps into people’s psychological need for a good time
and feeling safe in the city,”
Nkonde added.
A few of the signs that protesters had featured slogans like "There
Is No Planet B" and “The Oceans
Are Rising. And So Are We.” Others featured quotes from scien-

tists Stephen Hawking and Neil
deGrasse Tyson. Others borrowed
from works of fiction such as Dr.
Seuss’ “The Lorax,” along with the
TV series “Futurama” and “Rick
and Morty.”
There were a handful of protesters who came to the event dressed
up in a wide array of outfits. Most
came in a standard white lab coat,
while others retained the knitted pink caps from the Women’s
March. But some took it a step further to spread their ideas.
One group of people in particular, to send the message of
why animal protection is important, dressed up as unicorns while
holding a sign that said “Save the

Endangered Species before They
Become Mythical Creatures.” Humorously, there were even a couple
of protesters dressed as T-Rexes,
pointing out that Trump’s ignorance toward climate change and
the potential effects it could bring
is akin to dinosaurs being oblivious
to the meteor that wiped them out.
The protesters were not limited
to science, technology, engineering
and mathematics field employers,
science majors and the overall college student population.
Throughout the protest, many
people brought their children to
participate in the event, on the
grounds of trying to save science
programs for future generations

so that they can get involved in
the field. There were even a few
protesters who brought their pets
along. One such pet was Schmitty
the Weather Dog, a Yorkshire Terrier who became the centerpiece
of a line of greeting cards called
New Yorkie Greetings, aimed at
raising money for families affected
by events like Hurricane Katrina
and 9/11.
While there are sure to be more
protests of this caliber throughout
Trump’s presidency, the March for
Science brought people together
to voice their concerns about what
possible harm the administration
could do for science and the environment as well.
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DEAR BIANCA
Questions compiled by Bianca Monteiro

DEAR BIANCA,
Is there a difference between
dating and seeing someone?
Seeing someone specifically can
be considered casual while dating
someone specifically could imply
more permanence. Seeing someone does not necessarily sound
like it has any binding obligations.
However, dating can also be used
very loosely in expressing that you
are single and going on dates and,
under this same umbrella, seeing
someone could denote that it is recurring. All in all, this is a semantic
issue and will differ from person
to person depending on what umbrella they fall under.
Should people put condoms on
their dildos?
You should use condoms with
your dildo if they are porous and/
or you are sensitive to infections.
Many sex toys, especially cheaply
made ones, run the risk of infecting you and causing other minor
complications since there is little
research that investigates this risk.
If you choose to wear a condom,
however, you should ensure that
you are using the one that is right
for you.
When has neglect gone too far?
My boyfriend and I have been in
a long-distance relationship for
over three years. Often, we get
into fights about him not caring.

In between fights, it’s just sweet
nothings. When I see him, it’s sex
and small talk. My mind is filled
with him but maybe I’m being too
needy. I’ve thought about breaking up with him, but I’ve been in
love with him and it hurts to think
about it. When does neglect point
to break up?
Being in love with someone does not necessarily
mean that you are meant
to stay with him or her,
even with such a longterm relationship. Being in a relationship
for over three years
is no excuse to allow
neglect to damage
a relationship; with
time, your relationship should be growing
stronger. If the opposite
is happening, it may point
to your relationship reaching its end. You should not be
feeling like your partner does not
care about you or your relationship. If you are feeling like that, you
should not have to get into fights in
order to remedy the situation.

Is it wrong to expect my partner to buy contraceptives even
if they’re not the ones using it?
(ex. Is it wrong as a man to ask my
girlfriend to buy condoms?)
It is definitely a case-by-case issue; if you feel more comfortable
buying your own contraceptives,
go for it. If you feel as though the
cost of it is adding up too much

and is not covered by insurance or
other resources, I do not think it is
unreasonable to ask your partner
to split costs as you are engaging in
sexual activities together.

Sex often becomes far more enjoyable when you are able to let go of
your inhibitions and become more
comfortable with your body, so it
is an endeavor that is very much
worthwhile. I think it is important,
however, to communicate how you
are feeling with your partner and
work through it carefully with
him. Confidence is a difficult
thing to harness but, once
you do, its rewards are
plentiful.
My boyfriend is still
friends with his ex,
they have a bunch
of classes together
and are friendly. I
am always worried
he is going to leave
me for her and I’m uncomfortable with them
hanging out, but I don’t
want to seem controlling
by telling him who he should
hang out with. What should I
do?

BIANCA MONTEIRO

My boyfriend is usually on top
and I’m comfortable with that.
But now he wants me to ride him.
I ’m not confident and it’s clear he
is not reaching as much satisfaction (I’m not either because I’m
so awkward). What should I do?
I think it is worth it to give it a
try, especially if what is holding
you back is your confidence. Focus on bolstering your confidence!

This is definitely a complicated
situation and I think the only way
to approach this effectively is to
have a clear line of communication with your partner. Let him
know exactly what your concerns
are. I think it is understandable to
feel insecure in this situation but I
also think it is important that you
recognize that it is not healthy
to be dictating who your partner should be hanging out with.
Your partner should, however,
acknowledge your concerns and
find a way for the both of you to
address this situation without tak-

ing drastic measures. Find a way
to reassure your relationship from
his previous one.
Period sex: why is it such a taboo?
Period sex likely became a taboo because of the taboo placed on
periods and misogyny from earlier
times. However, while this issue today may still exist in smaller forms,
many people refrain from period
sex because of messiness, though
many still have misconceptions
about the hygiene of periods.
How do you handle a wealth gap
in a relationship?
I would say this is one of the
most difficult issues to approach
and build off but, once you do, it
can be immensely stress relieving
for a couple. For the person who is
less financially able, I know it can
be stressful to plan fun or impressive dates while also considering
restrictions that money imposes.
An important thing to do is be
mindful of possible expenses when
suggesting things to do as the person who is less financially able is
likely already doing so.
Creating an environment where
you and partner can both feel like
you guys are bonding while not
putting a financial strain is possible
and should be kept in mind.
Does oral sex still count
as sex?
Yes.
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Sports
Cavaliers dominate Pacers 119-114 in 1st round of playoffs
BY KEVIN MENDEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Cleveland Cavaliers added another historical feat to their
growing playoff resume when
they overcame a 25-point deficit
at halftime to defeat the Indiana
Pacers 119-114 and all but secure
their spot in the next round of the
NBA playoffs.
The Cavaliers were led as always
by LeBron James, who collected a
triple-double of 41 points, 13 rebounds and 12 assists.
James would also play every
minute of the second half on another record-setting night for the
Cavaliers. Before Game 3, no team
had ever trailed by 25 points at
the half and come back to win in
the playoffs.
To call this season an odyssey
for the defending-champion Cavaliers would be an understatement.
The team was heavily favored to
return to the NBA Finals for a rubber match with the Golden State
Warriors. The general consensus
by analysts and experts was that
the Cavaliers would face little resistance on their way to the top of the
Eastern Conference standings.
The Cavaliers set out and accomplished these goals, but dealt
with several streaks of inconsistency throughout the year. The last
of these streaks saw the Cavaliers
relinquish their hold on the number one playoff seed to the Boston
Celtics. This set up a first-round
matchup with the Indiana Pacers, a
team that split four exciting games
with the Cavaliers during the regular season—the last of which was
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James, Irving and Love largely carried the team through the series, highlighted by a 25-point comeback in Game 3.
a 135-130 double-overtime thriller
won by the Cavaliers.
The two teams finally met again
on April 15, with the Cavaliers favored to win at home having won
their previous 12 home games.
James also carried his own streak
into the game having not lost a
game in the first round of the playoffs since 2012 while playing for the
Miami Heat.
James would score 32 points
en route to a 109-108 victory. Kyrie Irving and Kevin Love would
also pick up 23 and 17 points, respectively. Cleveland would show
symptoms of the struggles that they
dealt with throughout the season
as Paul George, who finished with

29 points, frequently exploited a
poor defense.
The game would be close
throughout with the Cavaliers
barely fending off a relentless
fourth-quarter comeback attempt
by the Pacers.
The Pacers would come up
just short of a game-winner at the
buzzer when C.J. Miles missed the
final shot to seal a Game 1 win for
the Cavaliers.
Game 2 followed a similar pattern as Cleveland entered the
fourth quarter leading by 18 and
again barely survived a furious
run by Indiana to grab an 117-111
victory and 2-0 series lead. Cleveland’s “Big Three” was the story of

the game as Irving led Cleveland
with 37 points, Love with 27 and
James with 25 of his own. Cleveland’s defense struggled to contain
George who collected 32 points,
but his contributions were essentially neutralized by the Cavaliers’
offensive onslaught.
Game 3 was as close to a mustwin as possible for the Pacers, as
no team in NBA history has ever
come back from a three-to-nothing
series deficit to win a best-of-seven
series. Finally playing in front of
their home crowd, the Pacers had
reasons to hope; as dominant as
the Cavaliers were at home during
the regular season, they had a losing record on the road. Early on,

the Cavaliers had few answers for a
ferocious Pacer offense.
The Pacers scored 37 points
in each of the first two quarters
and headed to the locker room
at halftime leading 74-49. The
Cleveland defense, which had appeared vulnerable earlier in the
series, seemed to have completely
disappeared.
Cleveland would come out for
the third quarter looking like a
completely different team both literally and figuratively. A surprisingly ineffective Irving was benched
for the second half of the game as
was Love. The duo combined for
just 26 points only one night after
combining for 64. In their absence,
Channing Frye, former Brooklyn Nets point guard Deron Williams and the rest of the Cleveland
bench put up a combined 30 points
to outscore Indiana by 18 in the
third quarter.
Like he has so many times before, James would then put the
team on his back. He played every
second of the second half on his
way to another 40-point playoff
performance.
For the third straight game,
George would see another big night
washed away in a sea of Cleveland
buckets as his 36 points, 15 rebounds and nine assists were rendered moot.
The Cavaliers now have a stranglehold on the series. With Game
4 seeming like little more than
a formality, the Cavaliers seem
to once again be rounding into
the form that made them such a
force to be reckoned with in last
year’s playoffs.

NFL star-turned-murderer Hernandez commits suicide in prison cell
BY EVAN LEWIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The bustling world of sports was
shocked upon hearing the news
that Aaron Hernandez, the former
New England Patriots tight end star,
had committed suicide from his jail
cell in Lancaster, Massachusetts on
April 19. Hernandez, who faced an
abrupt fall from grace in a heavily
broadcast murder trial, was serving
a life sentence without opportunity
for parole, in accordance to the
murder of his friend Odin Lloyd.
Moreover, just five days earlier,
Hernandez had been acquitted on
charges stemming from a separate
double-murder in which he was a
prime suspect. The fallen star left
three notes in his cell in addition
to an open Bible to grace his exit.
In the wake of these events, many
have dug into Hernandez’s life and
upbringing to try to make sense
of the latest turn in an already
twisted saga.
After his father’s untimely death
when he was just 16-years-old,
Hernandez’s mother noticed a
serious change in her son. The future NFL tight end began rebelling
against authority, picking frivolous
fights and hanging around a rough
crowd. During his freshman year of
college, Hernandez refused to pay
his restaurant bill and subsequently ruptured the eardrum of an employee who tried to escort him out.
A few months later, he was a suspect in a double-shooting incident.
Though many could see the danger
in Hernandez’ changed behavior,
few would have suspected that it
would eventually become lethal.
Still, as Hernandez’s off-thefield problems began to pile up,
so did his on-the-field production.
Shattering nearly every receiving
record in Connecticut state history while in high school, Hernan-
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The Kings shocked the NBA when they shipped oﬀ Cousins, the face of their organization, in exchange for far inferior players.
dez emerged as the top tight end
recruit in the nation upon graduation. He eventually decided on
the University of Florida, where he
proceeded to take the Southeastern Conference by storm. Acclaim,
awards and championships greeted Hernandez at every turn, yet his
draft stock continued to fall after he
declared for the NFL following his
junior year. Drug problems and a
mounting concern for his questionable behavior caused teams to take
Hernandez off their draft board
early, despite being one of the best
talents coming out of college.
Eventually, the Patriots took a
chance with the talented but troubled tight end, selecting him in
the fourth round. From there, the

rookie excelled under a great head
coach and a Hall of Fame quarterback playing for one of football’s
longstanding dynasties.
Even that was not enough to
keep Hernandez from trouble. In
the summer of 2013, less than a
year after inking one of the largest contract extensions for a tight
end in league history, the brother
of Hernandez’ fiancee was found
dead in an industrial park. Hernandez was the lead suspect.
The court case that followed
was as long as it was disturbing.
Throughout the bulk of it, Hernandez seemed passive and relaxed.
He smiled often and even laughed
on occasion. Even after finding
out that he would spend the rest

of his life behind bars, in a prison
less than two miles away from the
NFL stadium he once dominated,
Hernandez’ stoic demeanor never
faltered. The courtroom accounts
depicted a man who felt sorry for
no one, including himself.
Yet the trial that took place two
years later told a different story.
Hernandez took the stand once
again to defend against accusations
of two other murders, this time
weeping upon hearing the jury admit his innocence.
However, the shallowness of the
apparent victory was evident to all
seeing as Hernandez would still
spend the rest of his life in prison
for Lloyd’s murder. To no one was
this clearer than to Hernandez

himself, who hanged himself inside his cell five days later. Written
on his forehead was “John 3:16,”
the same Bible verse quarterback
Tim Tebow wrote on his face during
their national championship game
just a few years earlier.
Hernandez’s family announced
that they would be donating his
brain for medical research. For
years, scientists have been shedding light on the effects of traumatic head injuries regularly
sustained by football players and
drawing connections between adverse events later on in the player’s
life—most commonly drug abuse
and domestic violence. The results
of this specific study are sure to be
heavily referenced and scrutinized
once made public.
Hernandez’s death is as divisive
as it is tragic. He killed himself and
left behind a grieving fiancee and
a 4-year-old daughter, but also sat
trial for three separate murders, including that of his own daughter’s
uncle. An extremely talented man
was given countless opportunities
over the years to change his life for
the better. Despite being surrounded by fame, fortune and success, he
chose a life astray.
It is not easy for one to classify
their emotions throughout the Hernandez saga. The only certainty is
that his life ended the way he lived
it: harshly. While some are quick
to mourn the former NFL star’s
suicide, others are not as sympathetic. Reporters and analysts are
desperately trying to come up with
reasons why such a successful athlete could be driven to take lives,
including his own. Still, by studying
the journey that brought Hernandez to hang himself in his prison
cell, the country hopes it can at
least try to understand the tragic
life and death of one of the most
enigmatic stars to play.
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Mets, Yankees off to opposite starts
BY ANDREW MARZULLO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With baseball season fully underway, early storylines occasionally tell the story of how the rest of
the season will develop for a team.
The storylines in New York have
been fairly surprising, with the
Mets and Yankees both performing differently than expected by
most critics.
The Yankees, on one hand,
were not necessarily expected to
compete in a division in which
three out of five teams made the
playoffs, yet they are currently 117, holding onto second place in
the AL East between the 12-5 Baltimore Orioles and 11-8 Boston Red
Sox. The Mets, on the other hand,
got off to an extremely strong start
out of the gate, but lost eight out
of nine games, losing three series,
each to the Miami Marlins, Washington Nationals and Philadelphia Phillies, on their way to an
8-11 record.
Many would dismiss these
headlines as overly dramatic pessimism. With over 140 games left for
each club to play, it is far too early
to make concrete judgements on
the team’s success or failure. Yet,
for a team that entered the season
as NL Pennant favorites and even
sure-fire World Series contenders,
the devil is in the details.
The Mets won the National
League East in 2015 because they
took advantage of a weak division.
The club finished 47-29 against
its division, cruising to a division
win and playoff appearance. This
season, the Mets will have played
32 games against the NL East
before playing a team not from
their division.
As per history, they were expected to take care of business in
this stretch, doing just that, as they
started 7-3 with series wins over

the Braves, Marlins and Phillies.
The Mets’ series against the
Marlins seemed to derail the hotstreak. “The Amazin’s” won a
16-inning marathon against the
Marlins. However, they exhausted
their bullpen, which would come
back to haunt them later in the
series. The team has long thrived
from exceptional starting pitching,
just to lose games late because of
bullpen mistakes in relief situations. The bullpen management issues fall on manager Terry Collins,
who has overused relievers such
as Fernando Salas to the point of
exhaustion. Wishfully, the bullpen
will benefit from the return of closer Jeurys Familia, who returned for
the series against the Nationals after serving a 15-game suspension.
However, the bullpen is not the
team’s only problem, as they have
struggled to record hits throughout
this slump. The injuries to catcher
Travis d’Arnaud, superstar outfielder Yoenis Cespedes and first
baseman Lucas Duda have left
glaring holes in the starting lineup.
Those three have hit well all season
and their losses have definitely left
a mark. The healthy veterans on
the team have also greatly struggled. Jose Reyes, the 2011 NL Batting Champion, has a measly .104
batting average at this point in the
season, and Curtis Granderson has
posted a .149 average.
The brightest spots on the team
are outfielder Michael Conforto
and first baseman Jay Bruce. Conforto, coming off a fantastic showing in the 2015 playoffs, has a batting average of .361 along with four
home runs. Bruce, the Cincinnati
Reds product who had a dismal
2015 campaign in New York, is batting .271 with a team-leading six
home runs to boot. The starting
pitching rotation has been fantastic and will only develop more after the return of Steven Matz later

in the season.
The Mets have many aspects
to their game performing at a
top level. If the bullpen continues to struggle, the injuries
continue to mount and the bats
stay dead, it could lead to a very
disappointing season.
On the other side of town, the
Yankees have been a much different story, and it has worked out
in their favor. The team was not
expected to be as competitive as
it has been this season, especially
after the departures of veterans
such as Alex Rodriguez and Mark
Teixeira. The Yanks have exceeded
all expectation thus far this season,
as they jumped out to an 11-7 start.
After a 2-4 start, the team was
able to rattle off a streak of eight
straight wins. Its story so far has
been its impressive bats, especially
those of Aaron Judge and budding
second baseman Starlin Castro.
Judge, the team’s resident 6-foot-7inch rookie from Fresno State, has
exploded onto the scene with six
home runs, along with a .279 batting average. Castro has been just
as impressive, hitting four homers with a .357 batting average to
boot. Recall last season, Castro
jumped out to just as impressive
a start and naturally calmed down
at the end of the season. However,
the team has shown it can compete despite its youth and looks to
continue to stay hot through the
coming months.
During the first month of the
MLB season, it has been a tale
of two teams in New York. However, this should all be taken with
a grain of salt, as it is only the first
month of a long season.
Although April baseball is a
time of many way-too-early overreactions, the games still do count
and can prove to be a pivotal chapter in what each team hopes will be
a fairytale season.
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Baruch Weekly
THEME: FAMOUS MOTHERS

APRIL 2017
MON

1
TUES

2
WED

3
THURS

4
FRI

5
SAT

6
SUN

7

ACROSS
1. ____ OF COOKIES
6. ACCIDENT
9. ART ____
13. GREETING FROM DON HO
14. GONE BY
15. ONE WHO NEEDS A
MUZZLE
16. SIGN OF BAD NEWS
17. HULA DANCER’S
ORNAMENT
18. CHOPIN’S COMPOSITION
19. *LITTLE WOMEN’S
MOTHER
21. *MRS. BORDEN’S
STEPDAUGHTER
23. R IN RPM
24. SIGN OF A SAINT
25. 1960S BRITISH
SUBCULTURE
28. SUB STATION
30. LAY TO REST
35. WAR GOD IN NORSE
MYTHOLOGY
37. STANDARD
39. SHINBONE
40. STAFF NOTE
41. ABDOMINAL EXERCISE
43. CASHIER’S CALL
44. WISDOM TOOTH, E.G.
46. LOCATION
47. SINGING CLUB
48. IN ANY WAY
WHATSOEVER

VOLUNTEER OR WORK ABROAD WITH AIESEC
12 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
LIT PROJECT PRESENTATION
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. | NVC 3-210 | Free
SALSA CON LASO
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | NVC 2-110 | Free
MASQUERADE BALL
5 p.m.-8:30 p.m. | Rooms 750 and 760, Library Building | Free
“UNSUNG”: THE IMPACT AND IMPRINT OF AFRICANAMERICAN PR
PRACTITIONERS: A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
6 p.m.-9 p.m. | NVC 14-220 | Free

AUSTISM IN HIGHER EDUCATION
9 a.m.-12 p.m. | Multipurpose Room | Free
ALEXANDER STRING QUARTET
2:45 p.m.-3:45 p.m. | BPAC | Free
IMMIGRATION INTEGRATION IN U.S. CITIES: PAST LESSONS, CURRENT
PRACTICES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS
8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. | Rooms 750 and 760, Library Building | Free, RSVP
Required

50. *BÈBÈ’S MOTHER
52. DOG TAGS
53. HIGHLANDS HILLSIDE
55. RUB THE WRONG WAY
57. *QUEEN ELIZABETH I’S
MOTHER
60. *ANDERSON COOPER’S
MOTHER
63. LOAD CARRIER
64. *QUEEN MOTHER
ELIZABETH’S AFTERNOON
DRINK
66. *”MAMMA MIA!” MOTHER
68. BE
69. SNOWMOBILE RUNNER
70. FURNISH WITH A FUND
71. BENIGN LUMP
72. THUS FAR
73. ISRAELI STATESMAN
MOSHE
DOWN
1. OVINE CRY
2. REUNION ATTENDEE
3. ROMAN ROBE
4. TRILL LIKE A BIRD
5. INJURED
6. “____ AND HEARTY”
7. HOARINESS
8. SOUTHERN CHICKEN STEW
9. FLIGHTY ONE
10. RED CARPET PURSE
11. SURRENDER TERRITORY
12. MINER’S BOUNTY
15. BYZANTINE EMPIRE COIN
20. NOT ODDS

22. CHOLER
24. BROADCASTER’S ITEM
FOR SALE
25. *BIG ____, MARTIN
LAWRENCE’S CHARACTER
26. THEATER IN ANCIENT
GREECE
27. INDISTINCTLY
29. *TV MOM OF MEG, CHRIS
AND STEWIE
31. SOUND OF A BELL
32. PLURAL OF OBELUS
33. LIKE SOME GREENS
34. *MRS. ____, A “BOY’S
BEST FRIEND”
36. RUSSELL CROWE’S 2014
ROLE
38. REMOTE CONTROL
OPTION
42. STATE OF DANGER
45. REDFORD OR DE NIRO
49. LIKE DRY HUMOR
51. WHAT RIVER DID TO BANK
54. ON PINS AND NEEDLES
56. SWEDISH MONEY
57. SQUARELOOKING
58. SINGER “ON THE DOCK OF
THE BAY”
59. FOR FEAR THAT
60. GALLOP OR TROT
61. HOOSIER STATE’S
CAPITAL, FOR SHORT
62. DWARF BUFFALO
63. “LAW & ORDER”
CHARACTER
65. AUGMENT
67. BARLEY BRISTLE

STEPHANIE MESQUITA | THE TICKER

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

ISSUE 9

CUNY COMMUNITY COLLEGE WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT SUMMIT FOR
INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIAL CHANGE*
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. | Guttman Community College | Free

NY PIANO SOCIETY
6 p.m.-8 p.m. | BPAC | Free, $20 Suggested Donation

*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight
SAVE THE DATE

INTERNSHIP UPDATE

Backpack to Briefcase: Student to Professional
Tuesday, May 2, 12:30 p.m.-2 p.m., 135 East 22nd Street,
Room 301
Landed an internship and need help navigating the
workplace? Attend this workshop to learn more!

BOARDVITALS

Writing Winning Resumes
Thursday, May 4, 12:30 p.m.-2 p.m., NVC 6-180
Learn how to create a professional, marketable resume at
this workshop.
LinkedIn 101
Thursday, May 4, 5:15 p.m.-6:45 p.m., NVC 2-190
Not sure how to use LinkedIn? This workshop covers
everything from networking to job searching.
Creating Your Own Major: Ad Hoc
Monday, May 8, 3 p.m.-4:30 p.m., NVC 2-190
Want to major in more than one topic? Attend to learn
more about the Ad Hoc Major at Weissman.

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Digital Marketing Summer 2017 Intern
BoardVitals brings together
content from major publishers,
universities and top healthcare
professionals, creating the largest training ecosystem in medicine. BoardVitals helps healthcare professionals prepare for
medical board exams, recertiﬁcation exams, fulﬁll continuing
education requirements and
in-service exams oﬀering highyield content in over 30 specialties. We are looking for a qualiﬁed intern to join our marketing
team. An intern should be prepared to work in a fast-paced
team environment and will ﬁnish the internship having gained
broad experience in marketing.
You will learn real-world skills in

digital marketing related to conﬁguring email and social media
campaigns, analyze data, identify trends, track user growth and
how to promote great content
for the healthcare industry. You
will also have the opportunity
to gain a lot of experience in
rapidly growing marketing platforms.
Responsibilities include providing support in the day-to-day
tasks of the marketing team, assisting in the creation of e-mail
campaigns, social media campaigns, assisting with writing
and editing blog posts, posting
analysis of marketing and sales
data, researching and analyzing competitor marketing tac-

tics and data, and learning to
use marketing tools. Requirements include college senior
status, time commitment for a
three-month internship, 15 to
25 hours per week, knowledge
of or experience in Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram,
knowledge or experience in
email marketing, excellent verbal and written communication skills, ability to work both
independently and as part of a
team, experience or knowledge
of HTML/CSS, Google Apps,
Google Analytics and Excel are
a plus.
This is a paid internship; for
more information visit Starr
Search with ID 103699.

PEER TIP OF THE WEEK

FUN FACT

CHECK OUT THE PEER TIP OF THE WEEK FROM SCDC’S PEERS FOR CAREERS PROGRAM

Did you know about the Katzen Fellowship? Undergraduates from

“Already graduating this semester? You can still utilize STARR Career Development Center

Weissman and Marxe who work in unpaid internships or formal

resources six months from when you graduate for free. Over the summer, we oﬀer our services

volunteer positions in organizations focusing on non-proﬁt,

such as career counseling, resume reviews and the use of STARR search. Please check our website

the arts, education or government are eligible. The recipients

for our opening hours.”

will be selected based on the individual’s overall potential and

 ERICA APUPALO
PEER FOR CAREER

contribution to the community. For more information, visit the
Starr Career Development Center’s website.

